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STEAMBOAT 


DEFENDS TITLE FOR 
FAMILY AND MORALS 


When Ricky “The Dragon” Steam- 
boat came back to wrestling and 
the NWA in early 1989, it came 
as a shock to many wrestling 
experts, especially to then-NWA 
World Heavyweight Champion 
Ric Flair. Steamboat had retired 
from the ring in 1987 to devote 
his time to his family and his bus- 
iness in Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina and had led everyone to 
believe that he would leave wres- 
tling behind forever. What 
changed his mind? What brought 
“The Dragon” back to his many 
fans? What led to Ricky Steam- 
boat now holding the coveted 
NWA Gold Belt? It all came down 
to the same things that made him 
leave the sport two years ago: his 
family and his business. 

Ricky “The Dragon” Steam- 
boat is a proud man, a man with 
high morals, and especially a 
man who puts his family before 
anything else. His business in 
Charlotte was doing well, but he 
knew that there was one way to 
make sure that his family would 
be secure for the rest of their 
lives: come back to the NWA and 
win the one title that had eluded 
him in his entire career, the NWA 
World Heavyweight Champion- 
ship. Steamboat secretly went 
into the most rigorous training 
schedule of his life and prepared 
himself to do battle with “The 


CONTINUED ON BACK PAGE 








THE 
MAN? 


“To be the man, you have to beat the man.” Ric Flair’s own words have come back 
to haunt him. Ric is no longer the man at the top in wrestling today. Can he become 
that man again? Can a man who successfully defended his title over the last year 
against the powerful Lex Luger and the aggressive Sting recover from his defeat at 
the hands of long term rival, Ricky Steamboat? 

Ric has long been one of wrestling’s living legends in and out of the ring. Ric Flair’s 
wrestling talent and abilities are known world wide. As Champion he demanded 
respect and got it. He gained the respect of every wrestler in the business today. Ric 
Flair’s lifestyle has been every American male’s fantasy. Can a man who travels first 
class everywhere he goes, rides to work in limousines, and entertains the most 
beautiful women in the world meet the mental and physical challenge it takes to 
become champion again? 

Ric Flair, the challenger, raises more questions than answers. The challenger in 
any contest must be in top physical form, be very skillful and have his strategy 
planned; however, the most important factor involved is his mental attitude. A chal- 
lenger must be driven by his hunger to be the best and yet this hunger must be 
controlled and used as a weapon against his opponent. Wrestling as a challenger is 
much more difficult than as a champion. The bottom line is - you must wrestle to win. If 
you are disqualified, you lose. If there is no decision rendered, you lose. Ric Flair you 
have the talent, the skill, but do you still have the attitude that gives you that winning 
edge? 

Ric, keep this in mind: “You have to beat the man, to be the man.” 























WORLD 
HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION 


RICKY STEAMBOAT 


NO. 1 CONTENDER 
RIC FLAIR 


“HE BEAT ME ONCE. NOW 
THE WORLD WANTS TO 
KNOW, CAN HE DO IT 
AGAIN.” 





WORLD 
TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS 


ROAD WARRIORS 


NO. 1 CONTENDERS 
THE VARSITY CLUB 


“MEET MR. DANGER AND 
DR. DEATH.” 





LEX LUGER 


Lex Luger is known in the 
sport as the man always looking 
ahead. Luger entered the arenas 
of the NWA with a definite plan 
and a precise strategy for the 
development of his career. Once 
a plateau is reached, the next 
step in the future of the “Total 
Package” is implemented. 

Luger’s dedication and train- 
ing has paid immediate dividends, 
for he is the reigning United States 
Champion. His first priority is to 
defend his belt against the great- 
est athletes in the sport who are 
just as determined to become 
this titleholder. Luger is not about 
to give up this honor without the 
fight of his life. 

The list of challengers is long 
and impressive. Freebird Michael 
P.S. Hayes has vaulted into the 
title picture, particularly after the 
most recent altercation in the 
Omni in Atlanta. Hayes’ DDT is 
the move that could make the 
championship change hands in 
a hurry. Both of these competi- 
tors are aggressive men who 
take the action to his opponent 
and their pending meeting should 
be fast-paced and furious. 

Barry Windham, the man Luger 
defeated for the title, is one of the 
most technically sound athletes 


in professional wrestling. The na- 
tive of Sweetwater, Texas match- 
es up perfectly in size and sta- 
ture with Luger. Windham’s deter- 
mination to regain the glory and 
prestige that accompany being a 
major titleholder means he will 
attack his matches with Luger at 
peak performance. 

The next two contenders for 
the U.S. Belt may come as a sur- 
prise to many fans. Nature Boy 
Ric Flair has publicly announced 
that before he regains the World 
Heavyweight Championship title 
belt he is going to put away the 
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“Blonde Adonis” and have the 
United States title also. This would 
also keep Flair in the forefront of 
the competition as the U.S. belt 
holder is ranked as the number 
one contender for the World title. 

Another top name shooting for 
the position that Lex Luger holds 
could be...Sting. This talented 
young lion has impacted profes- 
sional wrestling with his aggres- 
sive ring work. These two men, 
Sting and Luger, are close per- 
sonal friends, but this sport is big 
business and titles mean major 
contracts and endorsements. 
Whether or not Sting will request 
matches against his friend, or if 
Luger will sign such acontract, is 
yet to be seen, but this encounter 
would produce exciting techni- 
cal bouts between two rising 





US. 
HEAVY WEIGHT 
CHAMPION 


LEX LUGER 


NO. 1 CONTENDER 
BARRY WINDHAM 


“TM GOING TO REGAIN THE 
BELT | NEVER LOST.” 


US. 
TAG TEAM 
CHAMPIONS 


EDDIE GILBERT 
RICK STEINER 


NO. 1 CONTENDERS 
THE VARSITY CLUB 


“STEINER IS TOO DUMB TO 
HOLD ANY TITLE LONG.” 


WORLD 
TELEVISION 
CHAMPION 


MIKE ROTUNDA 


NO. 1 CONTENDER 
RICK STEINER 


“I WAS ALL RIGHT BEFORE 
THE ACCIDENT.” 


stars. 

“I have the most elaborate 
game plan that this sport has 
ever seen. | will plot out my stra- 
tegy years in advance and | have 
had only success in obtaining 
what | wanted. Sure everyone 
wants to know what is next for 
‘The Package.’ Well, first priority 
is to defend the title night after 
night and give 110 per cent to 
insure this belt stays home. Next 
for the ‘Total Package,’ well, other 
than the World Belt, would be... 
shall we say classified informa- 
tion. There is no reason to give 
my competitors an edge! So for 
now, bring on the Hayes, Wind- 
hams, Flairs, and Stings. | only 
look forward and if you enter the 
ring with me, plan on the match of 
your career,” said Lex Luger. 











FEATURES 


WILL THE “SCORPION DEATH 
LOCK” PROPEL STING TO A 
CHAMPIONSHIP? 


The “Scorpion Death Lock” is one of the most feared holds in the 


wrestling world today. The inventor and man who even later per- 
fected the move is Sting. It is such an offensive weapon that it, 
along with the “Stinger Splash,” are the signature moves of 
the fiery competitor from Venice Beach, California. He has 
defeated many a wrestler with this move. In 1989, will the 
“Scorpion Death Lock” put a championship belt around 


Sting’s waist? 


The “Stinger” is already a veteran of championship 
matches. He has wrestled for the World Heavyweight 
Championship, pushing his opponent to the time limit 
on several occasions. His match for the title with Ric 
Flair, during the first Clash of Champions, was rated 
the “Match of the Year” by every wrestling expert and 


national publication to date. 


Kevin Sullivan is probably the only reason that Sting 
is not the current World Television Champion, for without 
Sullivan’s interference, Sting had Mike Rotunda completely 


at the end of his ropes. 


All of the championship encounters have quickly matured 








Sting into one of the most feared competitors today. He has become a 
much wiser wrestler, for he guards himself from the opponents’ 
offensive maneuvers much more than he did in the past. His volatile 
nature has probably increased to new heights, but his control of his 
rage is much sharper. Sting has also faced competition from a lot of 
nontitleholders who were physically matched perfectly with himself. 
Not only are the defense mechanisms different, Sting has learned 
how other people, with equal size and perfect muscle development, 
use these tools to their advantage and now employs these techniques 
for his own gain. 

“Yaooooo0o0oo... The Stinger feels good about ’89. This is going to 
be the year that | put a major strap around my waist. | have been 
working harder than ever in the gym and getting more powerful than 
ever. | am going to be more aggressive this year and wear down my 
opponents more and more. When | do that, look out Television 
Champion. Look out United States Champion. Look out World 
Heavyweight Champ. | don’t care who you are. All | know is that you'll 


be submitting to the ‘Scorpion Death Lock’.” 


















JOE PEDICINO KNOWS 





Hi, wrestling fans, and wel- 
come to the written edition of 
“Joe Pedicino Knows...!” If you 
have been watching NWA World- 
wide Wrestling with Lance Rus- 
sell or NWA Pro Wrestling with 
Bob Caudle, then you have seen 
my segment on TV; and if you 
haven’t then we need to have a 
stern talk anyway! It’s my plea- 
sure to be the fans’ contact with 
the NWA, and to bring you the 
latest news and happenings in 
the wrestling world. l'Il be having 
contests to bring someone from 
your city to a major NWA Pay- 
Per-View event, answering fan 
mail from fans right here in your 
hometown, setting up special 
events for some of you and your 
friends to meet the stars of the 
NWA, and keeping you up to 
date on the latest events con- 
cerning the NWA and its wres- 
tlers. Through “Joe Pedicino 
Knows...” we plan on doing some- 
thing never before done in wres- 
tling...letting the fans participate 
in the organization. 

During the past few weeks 
since joining the NWA, | have 
found out some interesting per- 
sonal tidbits | thought you might 
like to know. 


Ric Flair is reportedly invest- 
ing in a night club in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. Seems Ric’s 
investments coincide with his 
lifestyle. 

Jim Barnett, Senior Consultant 
for the NWA and former Secre- 
tary of the NWA was a member 
of the National Arts Council dur- 
ing the Carter Administration. 

Barry Windham is a car fanatic 
and reads every automobile ma- 
gazine on the newsstand. 

Mike Campbell, son of South 
Carolina Governor Carroll Camp- 
bell, is an avid wrestling fan and 
in particular a Ric Flair fan. 

Dick Murdoch joined country 
great George Strait on stage re- 
cently in Charlotte, North Caro- 
lina during George’s last set. | 
didn’t know you could sing, 
Murdoch. 

Kevin Sullivan, an avid Boston 
Celtics fan, is singing the blues 
these days about his team. 

Nashville, Tennessee will host 
the NWA’s next Pay-Per-View 
event on May 7th, entitled “Wres- 
tle War ’89.” There may be more 
to this name than meets the eye. 

Just when Steamboat thought 
he was ready to make his return 
to the NWA, he ran into one 


obstacle he did not anticipate. 
The WWF tried to keep him from 
using the name “The Dragon” in 
the NWA. Knowing he was right 
and being the fighter outside the 
ring that he is in, Steamboat 
fought the WWF and had his 
lawyers prove that he had trade- 
marked the name “The Dragon” 
himself and had all rights to use 
the name. He was, indeed, Ricky 


“The Dragon” Steamboat! 

Former NWA Champions and 
wrestling greats Lou Thesz, Pat 
O'Connor, Whipper Billy Watson, 
Dory Funk, Jr., Terry Funk, Har- 
ley Race, Buddy Rogers, Gene 
Kiniski and Sam Muchnick will all 
be in attendance at the New Or- 
leans Clash of Champions on 
April 2, 1989. 





TO WRITE JOE PEDICINO KNOWS: 
JOE PEDICINO KNOWS 
ONE CNN CENTER, BOX 105366 @ ATLANTA, GA 30348-5366 
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THE EVENT: Wrestle War ’89, 
Music City Showdown 


THE LOCATION: Live from 
Nashville Municipal Auditorium 
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THE DATE: Sunday, May 7, 1989 


THE TIME: 4-7 PM Central 
5-8 PM Eastern 


A PAY-PER-VIEW EVENT 


THE DESCRIPTION: It’s professional wrestling warfare to a different tune 
when notable stars from the NWA and World Championship Wrestling 
collide in hand to hand combat: Wrestle War ’89 has a first string lineup 
that just can’t be beat. See such stars as: Ricky “The Dragon” 
Steamboat, “Nature Boy” Ric Flair, “Total Package” Lex Luger, Sting, 
Barry Windham, The Road Warriors with Paul Ellering, and a host of 
other top athletes. CALL YOUR LOCAL CABLE SYSTEM TODAY! 


*NOTE: Card subject to change 


CLOSE-UP 





MAN BY MAN 





WINDHAM 


Kendall Windham has spent 
the last year hard at work in the 
gym. He has added weight and 
worked on all the muscle groups 
to make himself stronger and 
more competitive in the ring. 

Another important factor in 
Kendall Windham’s career has 
been the guidance of Hiro Mat- 
suda. A viciousness never seen 
before in this athlete is being 
exhibited whenever Kendall 
enters the ring. This new attitude 
is leading this Windham to more 
and more victories. 


THE IRON 
SHEIK 


As the youngest man to ever 
win an Olympic medal for his 
homeland, Iran, The Iron Sheik 
has come to the NWA with a 
mission. He wants the total 
destruction of all American 
competitors. 

This man has been dealing out 
brutal lessons to young wrestlers 
as he works his way up the rank- 
ings of the NWA. The Sheik has 
stated he wants the title matches 
so he can take the honors back 
to the homeland. The Camel 
Clutch is the favorite move of this 
veteran who has returned to the 
NWA, and his strength and power 
must be respected by all oppo- 
nents that he will face in the ring. 


BARRY 
WINDHAM 


The injury to the hand is heal- 
ing and Barry Windham will be 
hot on the trail of Lex Luger for 
the United States Heavyweight 
Championship. “I never lost the 
title to Luger in Chicago. My 
shoulders were up at the same 
time as his. | have been robbed 
of my belt, and | am going to use 
all of my great ability to reclaim 
what is mine.” 

The critics are raving about 
Barry Windham’s abilities and 
are saying that his techniques 
are so improved that he will be 
the next man to possibly domi- 
nate the sport of professional 
wrestling. 


LEX 
LUGER 


Having won the United States 
Heavyweight Championship in 
Chicago, Lex Luger notonly faces 
the rematches with Barry Wind- 
ham, but the “Nature Boy” Ric 
Flair has also joined the hunt for 
this belt. Ric Flair stunned the 
world when he announced on 
national television that he not 
only was going to beat Steam- 
boat for the World title, but stated 
he was going to take Luger's 
U.S. belt also. 





OLD NEWS IS NO NEWS 


Wrestling Wrap-ups NEW AND INNOVATIVE FORMAT 
covering the NWA, will on a timely basis, enable us to 
inform and provide you with a look at professional wrestling 
you, the fan, have never seen before. Wrestling Wrap-Up 
will bring you exclusive coverage of fast breaking news in 
the NWA, TV previews, celebrity interviews, special photo 
features, and on location reports each and every month. 
Get your subscription to Wrestling Wrap-Up delivered to 
your home EACH AND EVERY MONTH for only $16.95. 
Just fill out the subscription form on page 7 NOW! 


BY JIM ROSS 


Nature Boy Ric Flair is training 
harder than I can ever remember 
in preparation for his meeting 
with Ricky “The Dragon” Steam- 
boat and the opportunity to regain 
the NWA World Heavyweight Title 
for the sixth time. Flair, always a 
strenuous trainer, has intensified 
his workouts to an almost inhu- 
man pace. 

Only two men have held the 
NWA World Heavyweight Cham- 
pionship more times than Flair: 
Harley Race, seven times; and 
Lou Thesz, six times. Ironically, 
Race upset Flair in 1983 to break 
Thesz’s record. Flair avenged 
that loss by defeating Race at 
Starrcade in Greensboro later 
that same year. 

World Television Champion 
Mike Rotunda is obviously a great 
athlete and the Syracuse gradu- 
ate got an early start on the road 
to sports stardom. At age 8, Rotun- 
da was a national semi-finalist 
for the Chevrolet-sponsored Punt, 
Pass, and Kick competitions. The 
Varsity Club member repeated 
the feat at 13 as well. 

Newcomer to the NWA, Ranger 
Ross, has a tremendous back- 
ground. The young Georgia na- 
tive spent eight years in the U.S. 
Army as a member of the elite 
“Ranger” unit. He was in the only 
helicopter able to land during the 
invasion of Grenada and was 
awarded a commendation for 
bravery by President Ronald 
Reagan, personally. Ross may 
be shorton wrestling experience, 
but his attitude and desire to sur- 
vive and excel cannot be denied. 

What do Ric Flair and Lex 
Luger have in common other 
than the obvious physical assets? 
Neither will eat red meat. Don’t 
look for either to become a spokes- 
man for the American Beef Grow- 
ers Association. 

Wrestling’s First Family, Hot 
Stuff Eddie Gilbert and Missy 


Hyatt have “unofficially” adopted 
Rick Steiner. I'm sure Steiner 
enjoys being around Eddie and 
his beautiful lady much more 
than Kevin. 

Wrestling’s most dominant 
team, The Road Warriors, may 
be sternly tested for that title as 
1989 progresses. Not only do the 
World Tag Champions have to 
turn back the Varsity Club in its 
various combinations, but Paul 
E. Dangerously’s Samoan Swat 
Team looms as abona fide threat 
to Hawk and Animal’s dominance 
in tag team wrestling. 

Dangerous Dan Spivey of the 
Varsity Club played college foot- 
ball at Georgia with new Bulldog 
Coach Ray Goff. | wonder if Vince 
Dooley’s successor will call for 
his former teammate to aid in 
recruiting? | doubt it. 

When will Sting get his oppor- 
tunity to wrestle for the World 
Title or the U.S. Title? | think he 
should pursue signing a contract 
to meet Ricky Steamboat or Lex 
Luger. Fans would love to see a 
great scientific contest for a major 
title. 





ON CAMERA 


When viewers think of NWA 
wrestling, many also think of Su- 
perStation TBS. Ever since 1971, 
when LIVE ATLANTA WRES- 
TLING aired on then-WTGG, the 
NWA (in various shapes and 
forms) has been associated with 
Turner Broadcasting for eighteen 
years. As a result of the Turner 
merger with Jim Crockett Promo- 
tions in 1988, fans will see 1989 
as a year of transition in the evo- 
lution of NWA wrestling on the 
SuperStation. 

Jim Ross, the anchor of the 
TBS announcing team, hosts 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP WRES- 
TLING (WCW). Long regarded 
as the flagship show for the Tur- 
ner/NWA network, WCW this year 
moved to prime time on Satur- 
days 7:05-9:05 pm (Eastern Stan- 
dard Time). WCW has also relo- 
cated to anew home: the Center 
Stage Theater in Atlanta. The 
show was previously taped in the 
TBS studios. However, this 400- 
500 seat theater will not only 
provide an exciting arena-type 
environment, but will also accom- 
modate the increasing number 
of fans who wish to attend the 
tapings. With the addition of the 
Danger Zone segment (hosted 
by Paul E. Dangerously) and an 
overall improved “on-air look,” 


BY JEFF CARR 
viewers will enjoy the same great 
NWA stars in an enhanced 
atmosphere. 

The NWA MAIN EVENT airs 
on the SuperStation on Sundays, 
6:05-7:05 pm (Eastern Standard 
Time). Selected from arenas 
across the country, this program 
showcases at least one “main 
event’’-quality match per show. 
Complementing these bouts are 
the ever-conflicting personalities 
of hosts Jim Ross and Paul E. 
Dangerously. 

Supplementing the weekly TBS 
programs are the CLASH OF 
THE CHAMPIONS specials. Be- 
ginning with the first special on 
March 27, 1988, these live tele- 
casts feature top quality cham- 
pionship events. Throughout the 
year these specials have origi- 
nated in cities such as Cleveland 
and Miami, with the latest RAGIN’ 
CAJUN broadcast from New Or- 
leans. Future dates in the CLASH 
OF THE CHAMPIONS series in 
1989 are slated for June, Sep- 
tember, and November. 

With the already implemented 
steps and further positive 
changes in development, view- 
ers can feel satisfied that the best 
wrestling on television is the NWA 
on SuperStation TBS. 





THE SAMOAN SWAT 
TEAM 
ON THE MOVE 





Paul E. Dangerously has 
broughtto the NWA the meanest, 
the biggest and the toughest tag 
team in wrestling, the Samoan 
Swat Team. The sheer mention 
of this powerful tag team brings 
terror to the hearts of many a 
wrestling team. Not since the 
appearance of the Road War- 
riors on the NWA wrestling scene 
have two men made such an 
impact on tag team wrestling. 
The two Samoans have de- 
stroyed anything and anyone in 
their path and are currently ona 
collision course with The Mid- 
night Express. Dangerously has 
vowed to get rid of Jim Cornette 
and his team, and with the Swat 
Team at his side he may be able 
to keep his word. Throughout his 
career Dangerously has been 
known for setting his mind on a 
goal and doing whatever neces- 
sary to achieve it. Like taxes and 
death, Paul E. Dangerously and 


the Samoan Swat Team are a 
fact of life in the NWA, and other 
wrestling tag teams had better 
start planning now for the battle 
of their lives. The Samoans, like 
Dangerously, hold nothing sa- 
cred and take no prisoners. Who 
else awaits in their path? Can the 
Varsity Club with all their athletic 
ability hold them? Can the First 
Family, with veteran Eddie Gil- 
bert at the helm,hold them? Gil- 
bert with his ring savvy is always 
two moves ahead of his oppo- 
nents. Can he out-think and out- 
maneuver this high flying brutal 
team? Can the Road Warriors 
with their brute force be a match 
for this powerful team? 

The Samoan Swat Team and 
Paul E. Dangerously have no 
allegiance to anyone or anything 
but themselves. Their ultimate 
goal is total destruction of their 
opponents whoever and wher- 
ever they may be. 


TOO “HOT” TO HANDLE 
PLANNED FOR THE MAY ISSUE 


ON LOCATION: 
“RAGIN’ CAJUN” CLASH VI FROM NEW ORLEANS 


IN DEPTH: 
AN ANALYSIS OF RICKY STEAMBOAT, THE WRESTLER 


RIC FLAIR: 
A THREE-PART SERIES ON THE MAN 


OR “HOT” LATE BREAKING STORIES 


REMEMBER OLD NEWS IS NO NEWS...ORDER NOW 


TEAM BY TEAM 


THE FIRST 
FAMILY 


Eddie Gilbert and Missy Hyatt 
took a young wrestler under their 
guidance several years ago and 
made him into a champion. Rick 
Steiner has been reunited with 
this duo to recreate the First 
Family of Wrestling. “I left Rick 
Steiner several years back and | 
regret it. Kevin Sullivan mistreat- 
ed him, but now Missy and | are 
going to always be there for 
Steiner.” 

The First Family immediately 
achieved success by defeating 
the Varsity Club for the United 
States Tag Team Championship. 
They also have set their sights 
on the World Television Title of 
Mike Rotunda. 

Both have signed for matches 
against Rotunda, even with Sul- 
livan’s stipulation that the belt is 
only on the line for the first ten 
minutes of any match, and they 
are showing confidence that they 
can win within this time frame. 


THE 
WINDHAMS 


The youngest member of the 
Windham family, Kendall, has 
joined forces with his brother 
Barry to form one of the most 
respected tag teams in the Na- 
tional Wrestling Alliance today. 
Built on a strong wrestling heri- 
tage of their father, this team has 
been sweeping to victories 
across the country. 


“The Legion of Doom,” the 
Road Warriors, have been in- 
volved in a bitter fight with The 
Varsity Club for the past few 
weeks, and potentially the great- 
est challenge in their career may 
face them. The Warriors have 
been successful in defending 
their NWA World Tag Team belts 
against the combinations of Steve 
Williams, Mike Rotunda, and 
Kevin Sullivan. 

But now with the addition of 
Danny Spivey, the size advan- 
tage of the Warriors has been 
eliminated. When “Doctor 
Death” and Danny Spivey team 
up, they are pound for pound the 
same size as Hawk and Animal. 





The Varsity Club has just add- 
ed a fourth member, a football 
lineman from the University of 
Georgia, Danny Spivey. This ad- 
dition is more than it seems on 
the surface. For now The Varsity 
Club can pick and choose part- 
ners to attack the tag teams belts 
in the NWA. 

Danny Spivey and Steve Wil- 
liams match up in size against 
the Road Warriors for the World 
Tag Team Championship and 
can combine with Sullivan or 
Mike Rotunda on this front. Also 
The First Family’s United States 
Tag Team belts are in the sights 
of The Varsity Club. 

Confidence is running high in 
this camp. So high that The 
Varsity Club and Mike Rotunda 
have added a ten thousand dol- 
lar purse for any challenger if 
they can win the World Televi- 
sion title. 





ROAD WARRIORS 


“So the little men could not get 
the job done,” exclaims Paul 
Ellering. “That does not surprise 
me. And now Sullivan with his 
devious little mind thinks that by 
adding another ‘big boy’ he can 
compete on the level of The 
Legion of Doom. But who is he 
trying to fool? Hawk and Animal 
know only one thing, regardless 
of size, speed, or power, there is 
no one as mean as they are, and 
no one that we cannot dominate. 
We like being the World Tag 
Team Champions, for it brings us 
financial rewards, and we all know 
the golden rule, he who has the 
gold...makes the rules.” 





Mother, wife, model, business 
woman, and consultant are just 
a few of the roles that Bonnie 
Steamboat plays in the lives of 
the World Heavyweight Cham- 
pion and their son. Although these 
multiple duties are very time- 
consuming, Bonnie faces every 
day and challenge with a lovely 
smile and a positive attitude. 

The number one priorities on 
this list are being a mother and 
wife. Raising the “Little Dragon” 
is demanding for he is approach- 
ing his second birthday, and every- 
one knows that keeping up witha 
toddler means staying on the 
dead run. And also to be there 
with love and hugs for all the little 
bumps and bruises that occur 
along the way. The role of wife 
not only means keeping the 
house, doing the laundry, and 
cooking meals, but also includes 
being the best friend and com- 
panion to her husband. As if 
these were not enough duties for 
any woman, Bonnie Steamboat 
also has other lives of her own. 

Modeling is a demanding pro- 
fession, with long hours in front of 
the camera under hotlights. Every- 
thing must be perfect, from your 
smile to your body language, and 
you also have to play the per- 
sonalities of the clients, art direc- 
tor, and camera person. As some 
of the shots here show, Bonnie 
has had a successful career, 
appearing in commercials and 
print for major department stores, 





national apparel manufacturers, 
and a major airline. 

Bonnie shows her business ex- 
pertise by running the financial 
affairs of the family gym. Having 
computer knowledge and a 
strong business past, she not 
only enters the data but also ana- 
lyzes the information to insure 
thatthings are being run profitably. 

Bonnie Steamboat travels ex- 
tensively with her husband, but 
does more than just watch the 
matches. On the last tour of Japan 
where Ricky defended his title, 
she noticed that a lot of the Japa- 
nese wrestlers were doing moves 
that “The Dragon” used in the 
past. She pointed this out to 
Ricky and he agreed that some 
of these forgotten techniques 
could help win matches and 
secure the position of the World 
Heavyweight Champion. 

So many roles, yetone woman. 
But Bonnie Steamboat loves her 
full life and would not trade it for 
anything in the world. 
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CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 


Man,” Ric Flair. Steamboat and 
Flair had wrestled in some of the 
most famous matches ever in the 
mid-Atlantic area in the early 
1980s, and if anyone knew how 
to defeat Flair, it would be 
Steamboat. 

As history will record, on Feb- 
ruary 20th of 1989 in Chicago, IL, 
Steamboat’s plan worked. He 
became the new NWA World 
Champion by besting Ric Flair in 
what is being called the greatest 
match in history by NWA follow- 
ers. Now he must carry out the 
second part of his plan, defend 
the title and keep the big money 
coming in for his family’s future. 

At almost every event in which 
Steamboat defends his title, you 
will find Bonnie and “The Little 
Dragon” sitting in the stands, 
watching as the man of their 
house lives out the dream of 
every wrestler in the business, 
defending the most coveted belt 
in wrestling: the NWA World 
Heavyweight title. While most 
other wrestlers would tell you 
they want it for their ego and for 
the money, Steamboat will let 
you know that he is doing it for 
those two very special fans out in 


the audience. Ricky “The Dra- 
gon” Steamboat is a successful 
businessman, aterrific father, and 
one of the world’s best wrestlers, 
but he travels to the beat of a 
different drum. He doesn’t do it 
for the glory or the gold...but for 


the secure future of a little two- ` 


year-old son that he loves more 
than anything. Yes, more than 


h a 

the gold belt around his waist. 
You see, when the time comes 
years from now, that Steamboat 
feels that he has done enough, 
when he feels that his son’s 
future is truly secure, he'll step 
down again, champion or not, 
and do what he really wants to do 
...spend time with his family. 
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